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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding Claim 8 : Applicant makes a reference to "said service". The Examiner 
notes that Claim 8 is directed to a satellite communications service, Claim 3 is directed 
to a transaction processing service, and lastly, Claim 2 is directed towards a 
communication service. 

As to which "said service" Applicant is referring to in Claim 8 is not clearly 
understood and is/can be misconstrued/interpreted. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Early et 
al. (US PG Pub. No. 2003/0004868), [hereinafter Early]. 

Referring to Claim 1 : Early shows a method for electronically processing a 
commercial transaction, the method comprising: determining whether a monetary 
amount associated with the transaction meets a selected threshold amount (Early: 
Abstract); when said monetary amount associated with the transaction does not meet 
said selected threshold amount, utilizing a first account for settling the transaction 
(Early: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Page 1, Paragraphs 0009-0010); and when the monetary 
amount associated with the transaction does meet the selected threshold amount, 
utilizing a second account for settling the transaction (Early: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Page 
1, Paragraphs 0009-0010). 

Referring to Claim 2 : Early discusses a method, wherein said first account is an 
account associated with a communications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023- 
0027//Early shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit 
limiting where communication services are entailed - a communication device without 
any corresponding communication service is impossible//). 

Referring to Claim 3 : Early teaches a method, wherein said second account is 
an account associated with a transaction processing service (Early: Page 1 , Paragraph 
19-Page 2, Paragraph 0027). 

Referring to Claim 4 : Early discloses a method, wherein said second account is 
selected from the group consisting of a VISA account, a Master Card account, an 
American Express account, and a Discover account (Early: Abstract; Page 1 , Paragraph 
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0019-Page 3, Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a method and system for managing 
accounts with adjustable credit limiting where credit cards are used - any of such 
accounts could be from the group mentioned herein//). 

Referring to Claim 5 : Early shows a method, wherein said communications 
service is a wireless communications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023- 
0027//Early shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit 
limiting where communication services are entailed - communication devices without 
any corresponding communications service is impossible//). 

Referring to Claim 6 : Early teaches a method, wherein said communications 
service is a telecommunications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early 
shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting 
where communication services are entailed - communication services and 
telecommunication services are parallel systems//). 

Referring to Claim 7 : Early teaches a method, wherein said communications 
service is a broad band communications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023- 
0027//Early shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit 
limiting where communication services are entailed - broad band communication is a 
form of telecommunication service and is a parallel system//). 

Referring to Claim 8 : Early discusses a method, wherein said service is a 
satellite communications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early shows a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where 
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communication services are entailed - satellite communication is a form of 
telecommunication service and is a parallel system//). 

Referring to Claim 9 : Early shows a method, wherein said communications 
service is a cable communications service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early 
shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting 
where communication services are entailed - cable communication is a form of 
telecommunication service and is a parallel system//). 

Referring to Claim 10 : Early discusses a method, wherein said first account is 
associated with a media service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early shows a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where 
communication services are entailed - media [i.e. television, cable, etc.] is a form of 
telecommunication service and is a parallel system//). 

Referring to Claim 1 1 : Early shows a method, wherein said transaction is initiated 
with a communications device associated with said first account . 

Referring to Claim 12 : Early discloses a method, wherein said communications 
device is a wireless communications device (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027). 

Referring to Claim 13 : Early teaches a method, wherein said communications 
device is an interactive television (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early shows a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where 
communication services are entailed - television [i.e. media, cable, etc.] is a form of 
telecommunication service and is a parallel system//). 
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Referring to Claim 14 : Early discusses a method, wherein said communications 
device is a telephone (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027). 

Referring to Claim 1 5 : Early shows a method, wherein said telephone operates 
on an Internet [IP] protocol (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0023-0027//Early shows a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where 
telecommunication services are entailed - internet protocol's are widely and vastly used 
in order to accomplish communication services//). 

Referring to Claim 16 : Early teaches a method, wherein said communications 
device is a personal computing device (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 0021-0027//Early 
shows a method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting 
where communication services are entailed - personal and public communication 
service devices are utilized//). 

Referring to Claim 17 : Early discusses a method, wherein said transaction is 
guaranteed by a guarantor (Early: Abstract; Page 1, Paragraph 0019-Page 3, 
Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a method and system for managing accounts with 
adjustable credit limiting where credit cards are used - such credit accounts are usually 
backed by guarantors//). 

Referring to Clam 18 : Early shows a method, wherein said guarantor comprises 
at least one organization which provides communications or electronic media services 
(Early: Abstract; Page 1, Paragraph 0019-Page 3, Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where credit 
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cards are used - such credit account organizations are usually affiliated with 
communication and/or media services//). 

Referring to Claim 19 : Early discloses a method, wherein said guarantor 
comprises a plurality of organizations which provide communications or media services 
(Early: Abstract; Page 1, Paragraph 0019-Page 3, Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a 
method and system for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where credit 
cards are used - such credit account organizations are usually affiliated with 
communication and/or media services//). 

Referring to Claim 20 : Early teaches a method, wherein said guarantor further 
comprises at least one organization which provides banking services (Early: Abstract; 
Page 1, Paragraph 0019-Page 3, Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a method and system 
for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where credit cards are used - such 
credit account organizations must be affiliated with banking services in order to handle 
bill payments, debits, etc//). 

Referring to Claim 21 : Early shows a method, wherein said guarantor comprises 
at least one organization which provides payment processing services (Early: Abstract; 
Page 1, Paragraph 0019-Page 3, Paragraph 0033//Early teaches a method and system 
for managing accounts with adjustable credit limiting where credit cards are used - such 
credit account organizations must be affiliated with services which handle payment 
processing, etc//). 

Referring to Claim 22 : Claim 22 parallels the limitations of Claim 1. As such, 
Claim 22 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 1 as mentioned supra. 
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Referring to Claim 23 : Claim 23 reflects the limitations of Claim 2. As such, 
Claim 23 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 2 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 24 : Claim 24 parallels the limitations of Claim 10. As such, 
Claim 24 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 10 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 25 : Claim 25 reflects the limitations of Claim 1 1 . As such, 
Claim 25 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 1 1 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 26 : Claim 26 parallels the limitations of Claim 17. As such, 
Claim 26 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 17 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 27 : Claim 27 reflects the limitations of Claim 1. As such, 
Claim 27 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 1 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 28 : Claim 28 parallels the limitations of Claim 2 and Claim 10. 
As such, Claim 28 is rejected under the same basis as are Claims 2 and 10 as 
mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 29 : Claim 29 reflects the limitations of Claim 3. As such, 
Claim 29 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 3 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 30 : Claim 30 parallels the limitations of Claim 20. As such, 
Claim 30 is rejected under the same basis as is Claim 20 as mentioned supra. 

Referring to Claim 31 : Early discloses a method, wherein said first and second 
accounts are selectable by a user (Early: Figures 1-4). 

Referring to Claim 32 : Early teaches a method, wherein a selection by a user of 
said first and second accounts made on a user interface on a communications device 
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associated with said communications or media service (Early: Page 2, Paragraphs 
0023-0028). 

Referring to Claim 33 : Early shows a method, wherein said selection results 
in a default to said account until changed (Early: Abstract; Figures 1-4; Page 2, 
Paragraphs 0023-0028//Early discusses a method and system where, until changes„are 
made via an input, a 'default' setting is intact//). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Dunn et al. (US PG Pub. No. US 2004/0039694) teach a system and method for 
facilitating a subsidiary card account with controlled spending capability. 

Fleischl et al. (US Pat. No. 6,038,552) discuss a method and apparatus to 
process combined credit and debit card transactions. 

Whewell et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2005/0033691) show an invoicing system and 
method featuring variable rate depending on amount of service consumed during 
service interval. 

Whewell et al. (US PG Pub. No. 2005/0037731) disclose cellular telephone billing 
methods. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to BENJAMIN S. 
FIELDS at telephone number 571 .272.9734. The examiner can normally be reached 
MONDAY through THURSDAY, 9AM to 7PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, KAMBIZ ABDI can be reached 
at (571) 272-6702. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Benjamin S. Fields 


17 January 2008 
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